Travellers in India

grination to Pegu, Macao, Malacca, and Ceylon,
at the end of which he doubled Cape Comorin,
passed Quilon, and made Cochin in March,
1590.

He returned to Europe  by  Goa,   Chaul,
Ormuz, Busrah, Aleppo, and Tripoli, reaching
London in April,  1591. Fitch's observations,
as recorded in Purchas his Pilgrimes, are not
of any especial value, and we can never forgive
him for dismissing the great Akbar so curtly,
and for failing to see that he was a far different
personage from the numerous lordlings whom
he met in his wanderings; but none the less he
stands high, among the famous travellers of
England. Not only was he the first Englishman
to emulate the experiences and adventures of
the famous Portuguese and Italian travellers
of former years, and the first to examine with
his own eyes the commercial possibilities for
Englishmen of the countries of the East, but
the many difficulties which he overcame and
the wide extent of ground which he covered
make him a worthy predecessor of some of the
better known English travellers of the seven-
teenth century.

While Fitch was in India, additional know-
ledge of that country and of its commercial
possibilities had been gained by the energy of
Sir Francis Drake. In 1587, Drake, who had
sailed in the Indian Ocean ten years before, but
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